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                      Pacific Islands Fisheries Management and Marine Life Protection

                      Learn about NOAA Fisheries' work in American Samoa, Guam, Hawaiʻi, the Northern Mariana Islands, and other U.S. Pacific Islands.

                    

                    
            The Pacific Islands, comprised of American Samoa, Guam, Hawaiʻi, the Northern Mariana Islands, and other U.S. Pacific Islands, are surrounded by a rich diversity of marine life that is vital to our culture and economic stability. We thrive on sustainable seafood; it's key to our health and well-being. We also benefit from recreational and commercial fishing industries, which contribute nearly $1 billion in sales and 10,000 jobs to our economy. In 2015, commercial fishermen landed more than 36 million pounds of finfish and shellfish.


We are home to the lovable, yet critically endangered Hawaiian monk seal—only 1,500 remain. Other popular species include green sea turtles, spinner dolphins, false killer whales, and humpback whales. Our coral reefs support about 25 percent of marine life, but these areas are among the most threatened ecosystems because of the effects of natural events and human activities such as ocean acidification, coral bleaching and disease, marine debris, and pollution.


Our work to ensure sustainable fisheries and protect marine life is a joint effort between NOAA Fisheries Pacific Islands Regional Office and the Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center, offering cutting-edge science to help inform management decisions in an ever-changing environment. We work together to conserve and manage domestic and international marine resources in a vast geographical area. 


Our vision for the region is to achieve sustainable fisheries and seafood, healthy marine ecosystems that provide stability for fishery resources, recovery of threatened and endangered species, and enhanced opportunities for commercial, recreational, and cultural activities in the marine environment.
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      Hawaiian monk seal RK80 (Keolakai) gave birth to her first pup, Makana, in February 2024 on Oʻahu. Credit Hawaiʻi Marine Animal Response (NOAA Fisheries Permit #24359)
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Meet Makana—One of the First Hawaiian Monk Seal Pups of 2024
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      A young, female Hawaiian monk seal pup, identified as "PM6," lying in the sand at Kalaupapa, Molokai in 2017. This is the fourth pup of mom "RI25." Credit: NOAA/Tracy Mercer (Permit #16632-02).
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Hawaiian Monk Seal Pupping Season
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      Seal & Sea Lion Week is March 11-15, 2024.
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      NOAA researchers with the Hawaiian Islands Humpback National Marine Sanctuary assess an injured humpback whale calf off of Maui. The calf had suspected vessel strike injuries to its tail. Credit: Pacific Whale Foundation (NOAA Fisheries Permit #24359)
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Deaths of Young Dolphin, Humpback Calf Highlight the Importance of Responsible Boating
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      Monk seal mother and pup on Hōlanikū (Kure Atoll). Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Sarah Glover (Permit #22677, PMNM-2023-001)
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Another Year Of Protecting A Precious Population 
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Supplemental Biological Opinion for Hawaiʻi Shallow-Set Longline Fishery
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Tori Line Requirement for Stern-Setting Vessels in Hawaiʻi Deep-Set Longline Fishery
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Negligible Impact Determinations and MMPA Section 101(a)(5)(E) Authorization for Commercial Fisheries in Alaska and Pacific Islands
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Catch and Retention Limits for Striped Marlin in Western and Central Pacific North of Equator
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Trigger Change for Hawaiian Islands Southern Exclusion Zone
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Bycatch Reduction Engineering Program Funding
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Fiscal Year 2021–2024: Broad Agency Announcement
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      Scientists Andrea Schmidt and Jessica Perelman (CIMAR/RCUH in support of NOAA Fisheries, PIFSC) pour the contents of the cod end through a sieve. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Alexa Gonzalez
    
      

      

    

  
    
  

  
    

    
      
A Night in the Life of a Seagoing Marine Ecologist 
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      Don Kobayashi (left) and Justin Suca (right, CIMAR/RCUH in support of NOAA Fisheries, PIFSC) deploy the Isaac-Kidd Midwater Trawl plankton net. Credit: NOAA Fisheries
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      Erin has worked as a NOAA Fisheries observer these past 8 months. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Erin Smeltzer
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      Non-commercial fishing in the Pacific Islands. Credit: NOAA Fisheries
    
      

      

    

  
    
  

  
    

    
      
Pacific Islands Region: Fishing Provides More than Just Fish
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                            Pacific Islands Marine Life and Ecosystem Science

                            The Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center supports the sustainable management and conservation of marine life. Find scientific reports and research program information.

                          

                          We provide science to support the conservation and management of fisheries and living marine resources across the Pacific Ocean. We are dedicated to the recovery and conservation of protected species and fisheries resources through biological, ecological, and social science.
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      Michaela Kratofil (center) on the flying bridge with visual observers. Credit: NOAA Fisheries
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      Scientists Andrea Schmidt and Jessica Perelman (CIMAR/RCUH in support of NOAA Fisheries, PIFSC) pour the contents of the cod end through a sieve. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Alexa Gonzalez
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      A few of the highlights from the 2023 mission. Credit: NOAA Fisheries
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      Acropora globiceps at Tinian island, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. Under the Endangered Species Act, A. globiceps is listed as threatened in CNMI, American Samoa, Guam, Hawaiʻi, and the Pacific Remote Islands Area. Credit: Doug Fenner
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      Don Kobayashi (left) and Justin Suca (right, CIMAR/RCUH in support of NOAA Fisheries, PIFSC) deploy the Isaac-Kidd Midwater Trawl plankton net. Credit: NOAA Fisheries
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                            Pacific Islands Commercial and Non-Commercial Fishing Resources

                            Find permits, reporting forms, rules, and regulations for commercial and non-commercial fisheries in the Pacific Islands.

                          

                          Fishery management in the Pacific Islands supports the region's fisheries through the development, evaluation, and implementation of fishery policy and legislation. The Pacific Islands Regional Office provides guidance to the Western Pacific Fishery Management Council in developing fishery management plans for commercial and non-commercial domestic fisheries. This ensures that plans are supported by required analyses and are consistent with all applicable laws. Staff coordinate and administer the processing of proposed and final regulations to implement fishery management plans that are approved by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce.


Our objectives are to maintain healthy stocks, eliminate overfishing, and rebuild overfished stocks important to commercial, recreational, and subsistence fisheries. Under these objectives, the goal is to increase long-term economic and social benefits to the nation from living marine resources. We strive to facilitate communications among constituents, and support seafood safety in the region.
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                            Pacific Islands Marine Life Conservation and Recovery Resources

                            We protect, conserve, and manage protected marine mammals, fish, invertebrates, and sea turtles. Find information on our protected species programs.

                          

                          Managing protected species includes issues surrounding marine mammal and sea turtle injury and mortality as a result of commercial and non-commercial fishing, coastal development, military operations and other ocean/beach usage. We oversee the Marine Mammal Stranding Network, working with partners and volunteers to respond to live and dead stranded or distressed marine mammals in the main Hawaiian Islands. We also work with partners and stakeholders to create effective messages and outreach materials and volunteer programs, as we believe that an informed public is integral to the protection and recovery of our protected species.
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          Find a Pacific Islands Species
        
	
          Pacific Islands Protected Resources Regulations & Actions
        
	
          Report Marine Animals | (888) 256-9840
        
	
          Hawaiian Monk Seal Updates
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          Protected Marine Life Overview
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      Hawaiian monk seal RK80 (Keolakai) gave birth to her first pup, Makana, in February 2024 on Oʻahu. Credit Hawaiʻi Marine Animal Response (NOAA Fisheries Permit #24359)
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      A young, female Hawaiian monk seal pup, identified as "PM6," lying in the sand at Kalaupapa, Molokai in 2017. This is the fourth pup of mom "RI25." Credit: NOAA/Tracy Mercer (Permit #16632-02).
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      Seal & Sea Lion Week is March 11-15, 2024.
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      NOAA researchers with the Hawaiian Islands Humpback National Marine Sanctuary assess an injured humpback whale calf off of Maui. The calf had suspected vessel strike injuries to its tail. Credit: Pacific Whale Foundation (NOAA Fisheries Permit #24359)
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      Monk seal mother and pup on Hōlanikū (Kure Atoll). Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Sarah Glover (Permit #22677, PMNM-2023-001)
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                            Pacific Islands Habitat Conservation and Restoration Resources

                            We conserve habitats to boost fish populations, recover threatened and endangered species, and support communities. Find information on our habitat programs.

                          

                          The NOAA Fisheries Pacific Islands region encompasses a large percentage of the nation's ocean habitat to support fisheries stocks, marine mammals, coral reef ecosystems, and a broad spectrum of marine life. These ocean habitats include essential fish habitat under the Magnuson-Stevens Act, seamounts, trenches, and ridges, much of which occurs in the four Marine National Monuments. These ecosystems are important to Pacific Island communities, including Native Hawaiians, Chamorros, Carolinians, and American Samoans, for food, cultural practices, recreation, and overall livelihood. The Pacific Ocean exposes the islands’ coral reefs to large open ocean swells and equatorial currents, which play an important role in structuring the coral ecosystems in and around the Monuments, seamount, trenches, and ridges habitats, as well as the multitude of Pacific Islands.


Our habitat protection efforts include broad research programs on the marine habitat throughout the Pacific Islands region. Our goal is to conserve, protect, and restore marine habitat and coastal ecosystems. The management objectives and priorities for the Pacific Islands include Monument management efforts and the Fisheries Local Action Strategy, a collaborative effort to decrease fishing-related impacts to coral reefs locally. These efforts include:


	Habitat mapping and characterization
	Physical and biological oceanography studies
	Research on a variety of marine habitat issues, including marine debris, invasive species, and pollutant

We also work to increase partnerships with other federal and local authorities. These partnerships allow us to maintain sustainable coastal ecosystems and implement strategies that minimize the introduction and impacts of alien species and marine pollution. We provide technical reviews of all proposed federal actions in coastal habitats in the Pacific Islands region to eliminate or reduce potential negative environmental impacts on the marine habitat..
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          The Saga of Pacific Paradise
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          Pacific Islands Benthic Habitat Mapping Center
        
	
          Measurement Guide for Regulated Nearshore Fishes of Hawaiʻi
        
	
          Frequently Asked Questions about Essential Fish Habitat in the Pacific Islands 
        
	
          Pacific Islands critical habitat designations, maps, and GIS data
        
	
          7-12 Grade Lesson Plans: Using Scientific Data Collected in the Marine National Monuments
        
	
          Marianas Trench Classroom Posters
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          Surveying a Vast Ocean
        
	
          Habitat Blueprint in the Pacific Islands
        
	
          Ecosystems: Pacific Islands Complex
        
	
          NOAA’s Coral Reef Conservation Program
        
	
          Funding Opportunities 
        
	
          Outreach and Education Resources
        
	
          Pacific Islands Data and Maps
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      Kuleana Coral Reef’s NOAA-sponsored training program instructs how to apply adhesive to a substrate to attach a rescued coral of opportunity (one that has detached from the reef). Credit: Blake Nowack/Kuleana Coral Reefs
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      Acropora globiceps at Tinian island, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. Under the Endangered Species Act, A. globiceps is listed as threatened in CNMI, American Samoa, Guam, Hawaiʻi, and the Pacific Remote Islands Area. Credit: Doug Fenner
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      University of Hawaii’s Coral Research Lab staff watching the experimental corals in lab tanks spawning under red lights. Credit: University of Hawaii.

    
      

      

    

  
      
        






      

          
                


  
  
  
  
  
         
                      
            Feature Story
          

                  
National Fish Habitat Partnership’s 2023 Waters to Watch Projects Feature Coastal Habitats


      
        
        
                                        
                                    Feature Story
                      
                        ,
                              
  
                
      
            
            
      
      
                  Alaska
              
                                                                                          
      

                
      
            
                  
      
      
                  Pacific Islands
              
                                                                                    
      

                
      
            
                                                
      
      
                  West Coast
              
                                                      
      

                
      
            
      
      
      
                  National
              
                                                                                                
      

      

                  

          
                  
            
  
                
      
            
            
      
      
                  Alaska
              
                                                                                          
      

                
      
            
                  
      
      
                  Pacific Islands
              
                                                                                    
      

                
      
            
                                                
      
      
                  West Coast
              
                                                      
      

                
      
            
      
      
      
                  National
              
                                                                                                
      

      

          

            

    
              
              
      
        


  
      
  
  






                  
      Fisheries surveys in the Mid-Klamath watershed help to answer questions around fish movement and habitat use to inform restoration efforts. Credit: Mid Klamath Watershed Council.
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                            Find a list of federally managed or protected fish, invertebrates, sea turtles, and mammals in the Pacific Islands region.  

                          

                          We maintain and manage healthy ocean ecosystems that promote and provide sustainable fisheries, conserve and recover protected marine resources, and enhance opportunities for commercial, recreational, and cultural activities in the Pacific Islands region.
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      Hawaiian monk seal RK80 (Keolakai) gave birth to her first pup, Makana, in February 2024 on Oʻahu. Credit Hawaiʻi Marine Animal Response (NOAA Fisheries Permit #24359)
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      A young, female Hawaiian monk seal pup, identified as "PM6," lying in the sand at Kalaupapa, Molokai in 2017. This is the fourth pup of mom "RI25." Credit: NOAA/Tracy Mercer (Permit #16632-02).
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      NOAA researchers with the Hawaiian Islands Humpback National Marine Sanctuary assess an injured humpback whale calf off of Maui. The calf had suspected vessel strike injuries to its tail. Credit: Pacific Whale Foundation (NOAA Fisheries Permit #24359)
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      Monk seal mother and pup on Hōlanikū (Kure Atoll). Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Sarah Glover (Permit #22677, PMNM-2023-001)
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