' The NEPA/EIS Process '

The EIS Process and
Timeline
Opportunities for Public Involvement
Notice of Intent (NOI) to = s SO Sy . W T
Prepare an EIS Published — e R M e g e
Oct 2, 2006 St T T e e —
Public Outreach/Scoping The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be
Oct 2-Nov 24, 2006 prepared in accordance with the
l National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969.
Scoping Comment Analysis/ NEPA requires that the National Marine Fisheries Service
Refine Proposed Action : : .
Fall 2006-Winter 2007 (NMFS) consider the potential consequences of its
l decisions on the human environment before deciding to
proceed.
Preparation of Draft EIS
2007 NEPA does not dictate the decision to be made by
l NMFS, but provides information for the
decision-making process.

Notice of Availability of Draft EIS

Published In 1 ederal Register The EIS is the document written to objectively analyze
all 2007 L .
and evaluate the potential impacts of an action.

|

. . . The EIS will include descriptions of the:
Public Hearing Meetings ,
and 60-Day Comment Period « Proposed Action |
Fall 2007-Winter 2008 « Purpose and need for the Proposed Action
l o Alternatives to the Proposed Action
 Affected environment
Comment Analysis/  Environmental consequences of the Proposed Action

Preparation of Final EIS :

Fall 2007-Winter 2008 and alternatives
« Required mitigation or recommended best

management practices

Notice of Availability of Final EIS
Published in Federal Register

Winter7Spring 2008 Public comments are an essential part of
l the EIS process!
30-Day Review Period There are several ways to provide us with feedback we
l will use during the preparation of the EIS:

1. Tonight at the microphone—your oral comment will be
taken down by a court reporter and transcribed

2. Tonight in writing—you may turn in your comment
Sheet at the registration table before leaving

3. By mail to the address provided in the Federal Register

4. By e-mail to: spinner.scoping@noaa.gov

Record of Decision
Spring/Summer 2008

Comments are due by November 24, 2006

For More Information:
http://swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/pir/fr.htm

Photo courtesy PIFSC
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