
Specific Issues to be Addressed in the EIS 

 

 
Information needs for conservation of the 
species 

 
Locations, duration, and timing of closures  

 
Mitigation measures to reduce impacts of the 
proposed action on the human environment 

 
Cumulative impacts of human activities on 
spinner dolphins and the environment  

 
Economic and social impacts of proposed 
action and alternatives 

Photo Courtesy Lynne Barre, NMFS NWR 

Purpose and Need 
 
Purpose:  
To develop measures to protect wild spinner dolphins in the 
main Hawaiian Islands from human activities that may:  
 
• Result in their unauthorized taking;  
• Diminish the value of their habitat used for resting; or  
• Cause detrimental individual- or population-level impacts  
 
while minimizing impacts on ocean users. 
 
Need:  
There is a need to implement measures to minimize impacts 
of human-induced disturbance to spinner dolphins and to     
important habitat due to an increased frequency of and        
demand for human-dolphin interactions. 

Spinner Dolphin Human Interaction EIS 

 
Proposed Action: 
To institute partial (time-area based)       
closures for certain specified spinner      
dolphin resting habitat (or a subset thereof) 
in the main Hawaiian Islands. 
 
Alternatives:  
• Status quo (No action alternative) 
• Minimum distance limits 
• Regulations on types of human activity   
allowed 

• Complete closure of spinner dolphin    
resting habitat 

Proposed Action and Alternatives 

Photo courtesy PIFSC 

Photo courtesy PIFSC 

Photo courtesy NOAA 
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