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HAWAII-BASED SHALLOW-SET PELAGIC LONGLINE FISHERY CLOSED TO STOP SEA TURTLES INTERACTIONS
NOAA Fisheries Service closed the shallow-set longline fishery north of the Equator for all vessels registered under the Hawaii longline limited access program, effective 9:33 a.m. (0933 hrs) Hawaii Standard Time (HST), on November 18, 2011. 

This action is necessary to comply with regulations that govern western Pacific pelagic fisheries that establish annual limits on the number of interactions that occur between longline fishing and sea turtles. The interaction limits apply to vessels registered under Hawaii longline limited access permits while engaged in shallow-set longlining, i.e., swordfish-directed. There are two calendar-year annual limits, one for leatherback sea turtles set at 16, and one for loggerhead sea turtles set at 17. NOAA Fisheries Service scientific observers aboard each vessel monitor turtle interactions, and noted that the fishery reached the annual limit of 16 interactions with leatherback sea turtles, requiring closure of the fishery.
This action is issued pursuant to Federal regulations contained in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 50, Part 665.813(b)(2).
The shallow-set fishery is scheduled to re-open January 1, 2012.

On the Web: NOAA Fisheries Service www.fpir.noaa.gov
