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NOAA AWARDS $59,000 TO RESTORE FISHERY HABITAT IN HAWAII

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration awarded $59,000 to the
Hanalei Watershed Hui (HWH) for a community-based project to restore fishery habitat
in the Hanalei Watershed on the island of Kauai. The project is funded by the
Community-based Restoration Program within the NOAA Fisheries Service Restoration
Center. The HWH and Hawaii Tourism Authority provided matching funds for this
federal grant.

The HWH will use the grant funds for a project to reduce sediment loading from
eroding forest trails. Hanalei Bay, which is part of the Hawaiian Islands Humpback
Whale National Marine Sanctuary, attracts over half a million visitors annually for its
scenic beauty, beaches, coral reefs and hiking trails. Many of the trails are
experiencing severe erosion, which sends sediment into Hanalei River and out into the
Bay. The sediment has harmful impacts on the feeding, spawning and breeding habitat
of native fish. Additionally, studies have shown declining coral cover in areas closest to
the river discharge, with sediments covering the reef throughout the summer.

"NOAA's goals for habitat restoration are best accomplished through strong
community-based stewardship,” said retired Navy Vice Admiral Conrad C.
Lautenbacher, Ph.D., under secretary of commerce for oceans and atmosphere and
NOAA Administrator. "The public’s active commitment to restoring fisheries resources is
integral to our success. | commend NOAA CRP and its partners for their dedication to
restore high quality fish habitat throughout our nation’s coastal states and Great Lakes,
as well as parts of Canada and the Caribbean."”

With collaboration from the local landowners, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and
Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources, this project will restore several
miles of the Okolehao Trail. The HWH will use a variety of restoration techniques to
control erosion along the trail, including filling erosion gullies, building runoff diversion
features, covering exposed slopes with erosion control matting, and re-seeding areas
with grasses and sedges.

To measure the benefits of the erosion control methods, HWH will conduct
extensive monitoring of the bay, river and its tributaries. Multiple parameters will be
monitored to calculate sediment load reductions and to examine overall coral reef
health.
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"This is a truly cooperative conservation program with support from federal and
university scientists and community volunteers concerned about their fisheries, rivers,
and reefs. This project defines the ‘white water to blue water - ridges to reefs’ concept,”
said Dr. Carl Berg, Chief Scientist of the Hanalei Watershed Hui.

The NOAA Restoration Center Community-based Restoration Program (CRP) is
celebrating its 10-year anniversary as a financial and technical assistance program that
promotes strong partnerships at the national, regional, and local level to restore
fisheries habitat. NOAA CRP works with organizations and government to support
locally-driven habitat restoration projects in marine, estuarine, and riparian areas.
NOAA CRP funds on-the-ground habitat restoration projects that (1) offer educational
and social benefits for citizens and their communities, and (2) provide long-term
ecological benefits for fishery resources. Since 1996, more than 1000 projects in 26
states, Canada, and the Caribbean have been implemented using NOAA funding and
leveraged funding from national and regional habitat restoration partners.

Each year, NOAA awards approximately $950 million in grants to members of the
academic, scientific, governmental, and business communities to assist the agency in
fulfilling its mission to study the Earth’s natural systems to predict environmental
change, manage ocean resources, protect life and property and provide decision
makers with reliable scientific information. NOAA goals and programs reflect a
commitment to these basic responsibilities of science and service to the nation for the
past 36 years.

NOAA, an agency of the U.S. Department of Commerce, is dedicated to
enhancing economic security and national safety through the prediction and research of
weather and climate-related events and providing environmental stewardship of the
nation's coastal and marine resources. Through the emerging Global Earth Observation
System of Systems (GEOSS), NOAA is working with its federal partners, over 60
countries and the European Commission to develop a global network that is as
integrated as the planet it observes, predicts and protects.
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