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Hawaiian Monk Seal KP2 (Ho’ailona) Returns Home from College
First Hawaiian monk seal to participate in valuable research for the recovery of the species
NOAA Fisheries Service welcomed back Hawaiian monk seal KP2 (Ho’ailona) yesterday at Air Station Barbers Point. KP2 has been at “college” at the University of California – Santa Cruz. While at UC Santa Cruz, KP2 worked with a team of marine mammal scientists and veterinarians from around the United States and participated in non-invasive research. The knowledge gained from KP2 and these studies will assist conservation efforts in the overall recovery of Hawaiian monk seals.

KP2 was abandoned at birth on May 1, 2008, taken into captivity by NOAA Fisheries and released into the wild when he was deemed able to fend for himself. But after several months in the wild it was discovered that his vision became impaired and his penchant for interacting with people was judged to be a possible danger to the public. As an alternative, he was sent to participate in research studies at Santa Cruz where valuable data on monk seals was collected by scientists.


KP2 returned to Hawaii via US Coast Guard C-130 transport at Air Station Barbers Point yesterday. After a quarantine period he will be available for viewing at his new permanent home, the Waikiki Aquarium. (Note, no members of the media or the community will have access to KP2 until after quarantine period is over some time in December.)
Photos on KP2 can be found at: http://www.flickr.com/
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For additional information please visit our website at http://www.fpir.noaa.gov/PRD/prd_hms_index.html OR http://www.pifsc.noaa.gov/psd/mmrp/monkseals.php
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