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This guide provides information on how owners and operators of certain U.S. 
fishing vessels can comply with the requirement to obtain an International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) number when operating in the western and 
central Pacific Ocean (WCPO).  The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
has issued regulations to implement a decision of the Commission for the 
Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western 
and Central Pacific Ocean (WCPFC).  The final regulations were published in the 
Federal Register on October 1, 2015 (80 FR 59037), and will be included in the 
Code of Federal Regulations at 50 CFR Part 300, Subpart O.  The final rule and 
supporting documents are available on the Federal e-Rulemaking Portal, at www.
regulations.gov (search for Docket ID NOAA-NMFS-2015-0072).

Any discrepancy between the contents of this guide and regulations will be 
resolved in favor of regulations published in the Federal Register and codified 
in the Code of Federal Regulations. This compliance guide is a “small entity 
compliance guide” issued in accordance with Section 212 of the Small Business 
Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996: Title II of Public Law 104-121.

For more information or to obtain
additional copies of this guide
please contact:
Regional Administrator
NMFS Pacific Islands Regional Office
attn: International Fisheries Division
1845 Wasp Blvd., Bldg. 176
Honolulu, HI 96818

Tel: 808-725-5000
Fax: 808-725-5215

Email: pirohonolulu@noaa.gov
Website: http://www.fpir.noaa.gov/ 
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The requirements described in this guide apply to the area of application of the WCPFC (or Convention Area), 
as depicted in Figure 1.

Figure 1.	 The Convention Area:  high seas (white); U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone (dark gray); and foreign 
claimed maritime jurisdictions (light gray).

Area of Effect
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Requirement to obtain an IMO number

The owner of a fishing vessel of the United States used for commercial fishing for highly migratory species in the Convention Area, either 
on the high seas or in waters under the jurisdiction of any nation other than the United States, shall request and obtain an IMO number 
for the vessel if the gross tonnage of the vessel, as indicated on the vessel’s current Certificate of Documentation issued under 46 CFR 
part 67, is at least 100 gross register tons (GRT) or 100 gross tons (GT) International Tonnage Convention (ITC). An IMO number may 
be requested for a vessel by following the instructions given by the administrator of the IMO ship identification number scheme; those 
instructions are currently available on the web site of IHS Maritime, at: www.imonumbers.lrfairplay.com/default.aspx.

Key Questions and Answers
Question 1: What is an IMO number?
Answer: An IMO number is the unique number issued for a vessel under the ship identification number scheme 
established by the International Maritime Organization (IMO), or for vessels that are not strictly subject to that scheme, the 
unique number issued by the administrator of that scheme using the scheme’s numbering format, sometimes known as the 
Lloyd’s Register number, or LR number. 

Question 2: Which fishing vessels are required to obtain an IMO number?
Answer: A U.S. fishing vessel is required to obtain an IMO number if it is used for commercial fishing for highly migratory 
species within the Convention Area either on the high seas or in waters under the jurisdiction of a foreign nation, and the 
vessel’s gross tonnage is at least 100 GRT or 100 GT (ITC) as indicated on the vessel’s current Certificate of Documentation.  
This requirement includes U.S. fishing vessels participating in the fisheries of Guam, American Samoa and the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

Question 3: Do I really need to get an IMO number?
Answer: Obtaining an IMO number, if applicable, is a prerequisite for eligibility to receive a WCPFC Area Endorsement.  
The WCPFC Area Endorsement is the endorsement required, along with a high seas fishing permit, for a U.S. fishing 
vessel to be used for commercial fishing for highly migratory species on the high seas in the Convention Area (see 50 CFR 
300.212). 

Question 4: How do I obtain an IMO number?
Answer: IMO numbers are issued by IHS Maritime, which administers the IMO ship identification number scheme on 
behalf of the IMO.  A vessel owner may request that an IMO number be issued by following the instructions given by IHS 
Maritime, available at: www.imonumbers.lrfairplay.com/default.aspx. There is no fee for making such a request or having 
an IMO number issued, but specific information about the fishing vessel and its ownership and management must be 
provided to the administrator of the scheme.

Question 5: What if I cannot obtain an IMO number?
Answer: If after following the instructions given by the administrator of the IMO ship identification number scheme (IHS 
Maritime), you are unable to obtain an IMO number for your fishing vessel, please contact the NMFS Pacific Islands 
Regional Administrator by email at pir.wcpfc@noaa.gov with the following information: vessel name, vessel’s official 
number (in most cases this is the official number listed on the vessel’s Certificate of Documentation), a description of 
the steps taken to request an IMO number, and a description of any responses from the administrator of the IMO ship 
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identification number scheme.  The Pacific Islands Regional Administrator will, to the extent deemed appropriate, assist 
the fishing vessel owner in requesting an IMO number.  If the NMFS Pacific Islands Regional Administrator determines 
it is infeasible or impractical for the fishing vessel owner to obtain an IMO number, the NMFS Pacific Islands Regional 
Administrator may issue an exemption, which may be for a specific or indefinite period of time, may be rescinded at any 
time, and will be voided if ownership of the fishing vessel changes.

Question 6: Do I have to do anything once I obtain an IMO number?
Answer: No, under these regulations, you are not required to do anything once you have obtained an IMO number for your 
vessel.  You are not required to notify NMFS or to display your IMO number on your vessel (unless required by other law 
or regulation).  The vessel’s IMO number might eventually be reflected on the vessel’s Certificate of Documentation. 
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