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The regulatory changes are as follows: 
 
Under previous regulations, and in accord with the Treaty, only purse seine and albacore 
troll vessels could fish on the high seas in the Treaty Area.  Other types of U.S. fishing 
vessels, including longline vessels, were not allowed to fish on the high seas portions of 
the Treaty Area.  
 
Under the new regulations, at 50 CFR 300.39(a), owners and operators of U.S. vessels 
using the longline method are exempt from the prohibitions in 50 CFR 300.38 and the 
licensing requirements in 50 CFR 300.32.  The result is that U.S. longline vessels may fish 
in the high seas portions of the Treaty Area. 
 
Owners and operators of U.S. longline vessels that fish on the high seas in the Treaty 
Area are still subject to other regulatory requirements.  For example, owners and 
operators of vessels that fish on the high seas are subject to permitting and other 
requirements under the High Seas Fishing Compliance Act (see regulations at 50 CFR, 
Part 300, Subpart B), and owners and operators of longline vessels that fish, transship, or 
land fish within the outer boundary of the U.S. exclusive economic zone in the Pacific 
Ocean may be subject to permitting and other requirements under the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act (see regulations at 50 CFR, Parts 660 and 
665).  
 
For further information, contact: 
 

Regional Administrator, Pacific Islands Region (attn: International Program) 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
1601 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 1110 
Honolulu, HI  96814 
Tel: 808-944-2200 
Fax: 808-973-2941 
Email: pirohonolulu@noaa.gov

 


